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interest; but the occasion which indirectly led to
that death was an event of the highest importance
to England and to civilisation. It was the opening
of the first railway of any length completed in this
country. There was a great ceremonial on the I5th
of September, 1830, in honour of the opening of the
line from Liverpool to Manchester. The Duke of
Wellington, Sir Robert Peel, and many other men
took part in the ceremony, which was to have been
followed by a great public dinner at Manchester.
Mr. Huskisson was one of those who attended. He
had been paying a visit to his constituents in Liver-
pool, and, although in very feeble health, he had
made up his mind to be present on the memorable
occasion of the opening of this first completed rail-
way. Before the train left Liverpool the railway
authorities requested the company to keep their
places in the carriages until the train reached its
destination, and a printed handbill, setting forth the
request, was passed along among the travellers. It
seems almost unnecessary to say that the request and
caution were of no avail. The train stopped at a
wayside station a few miles down the line, and
several of the company immediately got out and
indulged their curiosity by walking up and down and
inspecting the outside of the carriages. Unluckily,
a friend of the Duke of Wellington and of Hus-
kisson was seized with the idea that this would be a
propitious moment to bring the two men together
and get them to shake hands. The idea spread
abroad, and both the Duke and Huskisson were
quite willing to take this opportunity of renewing